
GOTA Station
K5LBJ, the LASA High School Amateur Radio Club

Austin, TX

Captain:  Ronny Risinger, KC5EES



“Get On The Air” (GOTA)

ARRL Field Day Rules 

allows for GOTA 

Station for:

1. Public Participation

2. Fun

Club is rewarded with Bonus points.



Bonus, you say?

Maximum 500 Bonus Points:

1. 20 points for each 20 QSOs by single OP

2. Points doubled if  GOTA Captain present



GOTA Station in Action



Get Kids on the Air

20 point Bonus for EACH

Op age 18 or younger who makes 

a QSO.



K5LBJ as GOTA Station

Liberal Arts & Science Academy (LASA) High 

School formed Radio Club, K5LBJ, in 2004.

Austin Amateur Radio Club was vital to its 

formation.

Roger Wines & Jerry Jackson urged school club 

formation.

Ronny Risinger, KC5EES, is Teacher/Trustee.

Joe Fisher, K5EJL, has served as Elmer since 2004.



K5LBJ Outreach to Youth

Inaugural LASA High 

School Amateur Radio 

Club members.

Fall 2004



K5LBJ QTH 

K5LBJ moved from 

LBJ High to Johnston 

High Campus in Fall 

2021.

There were…issues.



K5LBJ Rises

Joe Fisher, K5EJL, was essential to rebuilding K5LBJ Station.

He has served as K5LBJ Elmer since 2004.
K5LBJ main rig is Icom 706Miig



Antennas Erected on School Roof

During Fall 2021, 

students in the Amateur 

Radio elective course 

raised K5LBJ vertical 

on school roof.



HF Vertical in Place

K5LBJ main antenna is Vertical 

mounted on School roof. 

Antenna is anchored by ropes tied 

to concrete blocks.



Dipole Mast Rises

Students in Spring 2022 Amateur 

Radio elective course erected the 

Push-Up Mast to erect K5LBJ 

Dipole Antenna.

Mast is anchored by wire mounted 

to A/C foundation beams.



Amateur Radio Elective

LASA High students can take an 

elective course: Amateur Radio.  

Taught by Risinger, KC5EES, 

and Elmered by Fisher, K5EJL, 

students learn basics of  Radio 

towards goal of  earning 

Technician & General Class 

Licenses.



Electronic Fundamentals

Students build a CW Oscillator Circuit and 

a Sequential On/Off  LED Blinker Circuit.



Demo of  40m Homebrew Transmitter

K5LBJ Elmer, Joe 

Fisher, K5EJL, 

demonstrates 

homebrew 40 meter 

transmitter.

Students need 

explanation of  concepts 

and ability to SEE them 

in action.



Contesting is Key (School Club Roundup)

School Club Roundup Contest occurs in Fall & Spring.

It allows students to compete to make most contacts in 24 

hours during a single week.

K5LBJ has placed 1st in this contest 5 times since 2005.



K5LBJ in Action

K5LBJ trains new Amateur 

Radio operators.

They are even featured on the 

front of  the ARRL License 

Manual!



Contest Success:  Contacts & QSLs



What about CW?

On 12-10-2021, Helen Bigge

made the first K5LBJ radio contact 

using Morse Code from the new 

LASA campus. 

She "spoke" with Kelly, KE4MAC,

in central North Carolina (1,150 

miles away)!



K5LBJ obtains DXCC

After participating in DX Contest, K5LBJ achieved DXCC on March 10, 2022.



Time to GOTA!



Thanks to you…and Ron, W5RKN (SK)


